1. Numbers 25:13 Atonement
And he shall have it, and his seed after him, even the covenant of an everlasting priesthood; because he was zealous for his God, and made an atonement for the children of Israel.

Phinehas killed one man of Israel and one woman of Moab. Zimri was a prince of a chief house among the Simeonites. Cozbi was a daughter of Zur, a chief of the Midianites. How did this action provide atonement for Israel, shutting down a plague that had already killed 24,000 of the “new” believers?

2. Human rights, Divine decrees, and Contemporary societal norms
Numbers 27:1-4 Then came the daughters of Zelophehad,…
 2 who they stood before Moses, and before Eleazar the priest, and before the princes and all the congregation, by the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, saying,
 3 Our father died in the wilderness, and he was not in the company of them that gathered themselves together against Yahweh in the company of Korah; but died in his own sin, and had no sons.
 4 Why should the name of our father be done away from among his family, because he hath no son? Give unto us therefore a possession among the brethren of our father.

The Events

a) Public request – all Israel knew what was going on
b) Father died through unbelief but not rebellion
c) We are believers in what Yahweh has said, innocent of unbelief at Kadesh Barnea
d) But sometimes even the innocent can lose their inheritance (Ex: Naboth, 1Kings 21:1-16) 
e) The surrounding nations recognize the right of women to inherit property
f) Appeal to Israelite history and legal traditions could equal “deaf ears”

In this instance, the answer happened to agree with the contemporary norm in society around them. Do you see any dangers that could come from a natural extension of this kind of thinking?
















3. Bigger Picture
Another name for fourth book of Torah: 
“The plans of the enemy: Their successes and failures and the cost in human life.”
Review of the enemies plan to destroy Israel
a) 11:1-6 Discontent over menu choices
b) 12:1 Dislike of a sister-in-law results in bad attitude and speaking against family members
c) 12:2 Jealous for power
d) 14:4,10 Rebellion 
e) 14:31 Fear for children
f) 14:40-45 Disobedience because of timing
g) 16:1-3 Rivalry for power
h) 16:41 False accusation of murder demonstrating disloyalty
i) 20:3-5 False accusation of forced displacement from Egypt
j) 21:4-5 Continual dissatisfaction over current conditions
k) 22-24 Sorcery (which the people never knew about)
l) 25:1-3 Deception through sexual immorality
m) 25:1-3 Idol worship

Cost: Over 625,000 dead
1 Corinthians 10:1-12
6 Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as they also lusted.
11 Now all these things happened unto them for examples: and they are written for our admonition [nouqesi,an], upon whom the ends of the ages are come.
nouqesi,an [Friberg] teaching, admonition, warning, ethical and corrective instruction in regard to behavior.

What would be three things you would take away from this ‘list of historical events’ for ethical and corrective instruction in regard to behavior for today’s believer?






