
A discussion of Deut 32, focusing on v8-9 and v43 (not that the rest of the song is not important but that choosing these especially in light of planned excursions over the next year) is not something that can be done in an hour discussion. We probably will have continued questions from time to time about this passage in light of what we are studying then.

We can begin some discussion of this at the Trumpets gathering if so desired.

32:8 reads “sons of El” in 4QDeutq and 4QDeutj. It reads “angels of theos” in the LXX

1. What is the evidence for a divine council in Scripture of which Yahweh is the Supreme Elohim?

(a) Read either (or both) I Kings 22:19-23  (II Chron. 18:18-22)

I Kings 22:1-18 introduces the political alliance forged between Jehoshaphat of Judah and the king of Israel for invading Ramoth-Gilead, the rubber-stamping of the plan by 400 prophets of Israel, and Jehoshaphat’s insistence on hearing from a true prophet of Yahweh concerning the matter. The king of Israel reveals that there is indeed a prophet of Yahweh, Micaiah ben Imlah, but that Micaiah never prophesies anything favorable concerning him. Micaiah is summoned, and at first he mockingly prophesies blessing for the invasion, but his duplicity is detected immediately by Jehoshaphat. This sets the stage for Micaiah’s genuine vision (emphasis mine):

19 Micaiah continued, “Therefore hear the word of Yahweh: I saw Yahweh sitting on his throne with all the host of heaven standing around Him on His right and on His left. 20 And Yahweh said, 'Who will entice Ahab into attacking Ramoth Gilead and going to his death there?' One suggested this, and another that. 21 Finally, a spirit came forward, stood before Yahweh and said, 'I will entice him.' 22 'By what means?' Yahweh asked. 'I will go out and be a lying spirit in the mouths of all his prophets,' he said. 'You will succeed in enticing him,' said Yahweh. 'Go and do it.' 23 So now Yahweh has put a lying spirit in the mouths of all these prophets of yours. Yahweh has decreed disaster for you.”

Does this passage speak of Yahweh as the Supreme deity, enthroned among the members of His council, who “stand around” (a technical term) before Him?
Note: I mention “stand around” because in Isaiah 6:2, the MT has “stood above” where as the LXX has “stood around”.

(b) Psalm 82
Do we see here another example of a divine council with divine beings? Notice their fate in v7.

(c) Who is Isaiah 24:21 talking about?

(d) Who are the “us” in Isaiah 6:8?

(e) Is Jeremiah 23:18, 22 also speaking of “the council”?

(f) Were the “stars of El” in Isaiah 14:13 beings or astronomical phenomena?

(g) Who is the “prince of Persia” found in Daniel 10:13, 20?

(h) In Psalm 89:6-7, the question is asked, “Who is like Yahweh among the sons of the gods?” In verse 7, it states “In the council of the holy ones, God is greatly feared; He is more awesome than all who surround Him.” Who is this council?

(i) Did Yeshua, in John 10:34-36, quoting Psalm 82, remind his Jewish adversaries of the existence of other divine beings in Yahweh’s divine council? In other words, was Yeshua saying “My Father has many divine sons – Psalm 82:6 testifies to that. Yet I am unique with respect to the sons of God. I am in fact above them, and am qualitatively different from them as the “only born” monogenh/j divine son of God.”  

(j) In John 17:3, Yeshua states that “Yahweh is the only true Elohim”. Since we know that other Elohim exist, what does this mean?

(k) Job 1, 2, 38:7 Is this another example of a divine council with divine beings? 

2. Who were the recipients of the 70 nations?  

8 When the Most High gave the nations as an inheritance, when He separated the sons of Adam, He set the bounds of the people according to the number of the 

1) children of Israel.
2) Sons of El

 9 For Yahweh’s portion is His people; Jacob, His allotted inheritance.

In verse 8, Yahweh gave the nations as an inheritance. This appears to be referring to Genesis 10 and 11. It also appears that this event took place after Babel. 

In an action reminiscent of Romans 1, it seems that Yahweh decided to stop attempting to interact directly with all of humanity, opting instead to create ex nihilo (Latin for ‘out of nothing’) a unique nation to Himself (Israel), which nation He originates in the very next chapter of Genesis with the call of Abraham.

Deut. 4:19 (RSV) - And beware lest you lift up your eyes to heaven, and when you see the sun and the moon and the stars, all the host of heaven, you be drawn away and worship them and serve them, things which Yahweh your Elohim has allotted to all the peoples under the whole heaven. 

Jeffrey Tigay, in the JPS Torah Commentary on Deuteronomy 4:19, states:

“[These passages] seem to reflect a biblical view that . . . as punishment for man’s repeated spurning of His authority in primordial times (Gen. 3-11), God deprived mankind at large of true knowledge of Himself and ordained that it should worship idols and subordinate celestial beings . . . He selected Abraham and his descendants as the objects of His personal attention to create a model nation.”

Jeffrey Tigay, JPS Torah Commentary: Deuteronomy (Philadelphia: The Jewish Publication Society, 1996): 435.  

Did He have a plan? Yes! I believe the answer is found in Deuteronomy 4:6-8. If Israel would obey, then the nations would be drawn. Unfortunately, that’s not how it worked out.

Getting back to the nations being given as an inheritance, if the reading of the DSS Hebrew and the LXX is correct and the “prince of Persia” found in Daniel 10:13, 20 is an elohim, what is the possibility that the nations were “assigned” to 70 fallen “sons of God”?


