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Ozarks Hebrew 

Heritage Association 



 Some people whom I trusted mis-informed 
me…      (I do not hold them accountable) 

 I realized it was MY responsibility to know 
why I believe what I believe 

 Put all that I thought I knew  was true in 
the pile and started taking them out one at 
a time, realizing that 1Th 5:21 is the key for 
this covenant…      (still ongoing) 
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Last Night 



 House of David Fellowship    (HODF.ORG) 

 TWAS continued… 

 Speed Bumps 

 The Role  of the Dead Sea Scrolls 

 The Star of Bethlehem 

 The worst case of all 
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The Plan 



 TWAS continued… 

 Speed Bumps 

 The Role  of the Dead Sea Scrolls 

 The Star of Bethlehem 

 The worst case of all 
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The Plan 



 Colossians 2:14, 16-17 

 Matthew 5:17 

 Acts 15 with Intro to Speed Bumps 

 But first, my understanding about the 
covenant we walk in and how that impacts 
me as regards understanding the 
Scriptures. 
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TWAS 
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 Why am I going to all this trouble? 

 I understand that the Scriptures are the 
revelation of my Heavenly Father, who sent 
His son to reveal how to walk. 

 As we are seeing, there are obstacles that 
need to be overcome in studying His word. 

 In addition, I need to understand about the 
covenant I walk in. 

This Covenant 
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 To be in this covenant, I need to be 
conformed to the image of His son 

 Wee see this in 1 John 2; Ephesians 1:4, 
4:13; Romans 8:29       (verses tonight) 

 In this revelation is the demonstration of 
what a Spirit Led Life looks like. 

 This is always my goal, where my focus is, 
where my example is, etc. 

 

This Covenant 
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 He gave us James 5:19-20 and 1 Th. 5:21 so 
we could get it right. 

 The reason: He does the calling but we do 
the choosing by our actions… (tonight) 

 That’s why I never approach the situation 
as though I can’t be wrong.  

 So it’s the Scriptures, not necessarily my 
English translation.       (Jeremiah 16:19) 

This Covenant 
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 As I go forward, I always keep this in mind… 

 Luke 20:35 But they which shall be 
accounted worthy to obtain that age, and 
the resurrection from the dead… 

 I want to be found “Worthy” and I know 
that understanding the revelation of the 
Scriptures is a key, as well as implementing 

the management tools He provided. 

This Covenant 



 Colossians 2:14, 16-17 

 Matthew 5:17 

 Acts 15 with Intro to Speed Bumps 
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TWAS 
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 How did Paul’s communities reckon time? 

 In Colossians 2:14, what does the 
“handwriting of ordinances”            
ceiro,grafon toi/j do,gmasin mean? 

 Some translations of 2:16-17 

 Who is the “no one” in vv. 16 and 18? 

 Protestant Christian Scholarship 

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 Biblical 

 Pagan 

 None  

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 Jewish Believers after Yeshua continued to 
observe the Torah in it’s entirety. 

 New believers were considered a sect of 
Judaism and granted freedoms as such. 

 How would this play out if they didn’t 
follow any of the Biblical calendar? 

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 Paul in 1 Corthinians 5:6-8 [8]                   
“Let us keep the feast”. 

 Why if shadows filled? 

 Why if the “substance” is Christ? 

 Why if Christ “fulfilled” the law? 

 How can that verse mean “If you keep the 
feast, you lose your salvation?” 

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 How did Paul’s communities reckon time? 

 In Colossians 2:14, what does the 
“handwriting of ordinances”            
ceiro,grafon toi/j do,gmasin mean? 

 Some translations of 2:16-17 

 Who is the “no one” in vv. 16 and 18? 

 Protestant Christian Scholarship 

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 In Colossians 2:14,  “handwriting”            
ceiro,grafon  

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 ceiro,grafon  [Fri] strictly, a handwritten 
document; in legal matters a promissory 
note, a record of indebtedness,  bond; 

 fig. in Col 2.14, not as the law itself, but as 
the record of charges (for breaking God’s 
law), which stood against us and which God 
symbolically removed by “nailing it to the 
cross.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 Hymn It Is Well (1873-1876) 

 My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious 
thought!  

 My sin, not in part but the whole,  

 is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no 
more….  

 

 

 

 

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 How did Paul’s communities reckon time? 

 In Colossians 2:14, what does the 
“handwriting of ordinances”            
ceiro,grafon toi/j do,gmasin mean? 

 Some translations of 2:16-17 

 Who is the “no one” in vv. 16 and 18? 

 Protestant Christian Scholarship 

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 



June  8, 2013 http://hodf.org 22 22 

 Therefore let no one act as your judge in 
regard to food or drink or in respect to a 
festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day— 

 things which are a mere shadow of what is 
to come; but the substance belongs to 
Christ. [NASB] 

 

 

 

 

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 Therefore do not let anyone judge you by 
what you eat or drink, or with regard to a 
religious festival, a New Moon celebration 
or a Sabbath day. 

 These are a shadow of the things that were 
to come; the reality, however, is found in 
Christ. [NIV] 

 

 

 

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 Therefore, let no one judge your eating or 
drinking as part of a festival or a new moon 
or Sabbaths… 

 which are a shadow of what is to come, but 
the Body of the Messiah. [LMM] 

 

 

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 Parenthetical statement Removed 

 16 Therefore, let no one judge your eating 
or drinking as part of a festival or a new 
moon or Sabbaths –                                       
17 which are a shadow of what is to come 
but the Body of the Messiah.         (Box) 

 

 

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 Protestant Christian Scholarship 

 Journal for the Study of the NT, 
Supplement Series #118, 1996, pp. 125-127 

 Author: Dr. Troy Martin,                   
Professor of Religious Studies,                
Saint Xavier University 

 “By Philosophy and Empty Deceit" 
Colossians as Response to a Cynic Critique  

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 He begins by asking the following question:  

 “How did Paul’s communities reckon 
time?”  

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 “Only by avoiding time-keeping altogether 
or by adhering to the Jewish calendar 
[could] the Pauline communities escape 
idolatrous alternatives.  

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 Other time-keeping systems name the days 
and the months after pagan deities and 
mark out the seasons by pagan rites.”  

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 “In contrast, the Jews distinguish the 
seasons by festivals that obviously have no 
pagan connotations. They recognize the 
months by new moons and name these 
months using agricultural terms.  

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 They designate the week by Sabbaths, and 
beginning from the Sabbath, they number, 
instead of name, the days of the week one 
through six.  

 The only options available to Paul and his 
communities are Jewish, pagan, or no time-
keeping system at all, and the evidence 
indicates they opt for the former.” 

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 Journal of NT Studies, #42, 1996, pp. 108-
109 

 Author: Dr. Troy Martin,                   
Professor of Religious Studies,                 
Saint Xavier University 

 Pagan and Judeo-Christian                     
Time-keeping Schemes in                 
Galatians 4:10 and Colossians 2:16  

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 “The references to time in Paul’s Epistle to 
the Corinthians exclusively reflect the 
adoption of a Jewish calendar.  

 He builds an elaborate argument based 
upon the festivals of Passover and 
unleavened bread (1 Cor. 5:6-8) to exhort 
the Corinthians, ‘Let us keep the festival’   
(1 Cor. 5:8).”  

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 “Although the temporal references in 
Paul’s letters are sparse, 1 Corinthians 
provides strong evidence for the Pauline 
adoption of the Jewish practice that 
marked time by festivals and Sabbaths.”  

 

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 Sabbath to Lord’s Day: A Biblical, Historical, 
and Theological Investigation  

 Editor: Donald A. Carson,   1982 

 “The Sabbath/Sunday Question and the 
Law in the Pauline Corpus”  

 Author: D. R. De Lacey  

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 “The judge is likely to be a man of ascetic 
tendencies who objects to the Colossians’ 
eating and drinking. The most natural way 
of taking the rest of the passage is not that 
he also imposes a ritual of feast days, but 
rather that he objects to certain elements 
of such observation.”  
 
 

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 He concludes by saying… 

 “Here again (Col 2:16), then, it seems that 
Paul could happily countenance 
Sabbathkeeping . . .”   

 

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 God’s Festivals in Scripture and History  

 Author: Samuele Bacchiocchi 

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 “Presumably the ‘judge,’ that is, the false 
teachers, wanted the community to 
observe these practices in a more ascetic 
way (‘severity to the body’ - 2:23, 21); to 
put it crudely, the false teachers wanted 
the Colossian believers to do less feasting 
and more fasting.” 
 
 

 

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 “By warning against the right of the false 
teachers to ‘pass judgment’ on how to 
observe Holy Days, Paul is challenging not 
the validity of the Holy Days themselves, 
but the authority of the false teachers to 
legislate on the manner of their 
observance.  

 

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 The obvious implication is that Paul in this 
text is expressing not a condemnation but 
an approbation of the mentioned practices, 
which included the Holy Days.” 

 Approbation: an act of approving formally 
or officially, official approval or sanction  

 

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 “Paul’s warning against the stringent 
‘regulations’ of the false teachers can 
hardly be interpreted as a condemnation 
of Mosaic laws regarding food and 
festivals, since what the apostle condemns 
is not the teachings of Moses but the false 
teachers attempt to regulate their 
observance through the perversions that 
included a more ascetic lifestyle.” 
 
 

 

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 Journal of Biblical Literature, #114/2, 1995, 
p. 255 

 Author: Dr. Troy Martin,                   
Professor of Religious Studies,                
Saint Xavier University 

 “But Let Everyone Discern the Body of 
Christ (Colossians 2:17)”  

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 
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 “The preceding grammatical and syntactical 
investigation of the clause                            
to de soma tou Christou                          
[but the body of Christ] in Colossians 2:17 
suggests that the practices mentioned in 
2:16 are those of the Colossian Christians 
and not the opponents. . . . early Christians 
observe both feasts and Sabbaths.”.  

Colossians 2:14, 16-17 



 Colossians 2:14, 16-17 

 Matthew 5:17 

 Acts 15 with Intro to Speed Bumps 
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TWAS 
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 Think not that I am come to destroy the 

law, or the prophets: I am not come to 

destroy, but to fulfil. [KJV]                       

[ ? interpret correctly ? ]. 

Matthew 5:17 
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 Yeshua, therefore, said unto the Jews that 
had believed in him (perfect), “If you hold 
to my teaching, you are really my 
disciples.” [LMM] 

John 8:31 
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 Teaching them to guard [observe, obey] all 
that I have commanded you. [LMM] 

After the Resurrection 
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 Matthew 5:18 For verily I say unto you, 
until heaven and earth pass away, one jot 
or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the 
law, until all things [spoken of in the 
Scriptures] take place. [LMM] 

Issue of Duration 
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 What do some of the leading scholars of 
P.C. say about this? 

Personal Comment 
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7. A Bible Commentary for Teaching 

and Preaching  

“Our starting point for uncovering 
Matthew’s understanding of the 
passage must be  

   the context in which he has placed it.  



June  8, 2013 http://hodf.org 52 

7. A Bible Commentary for Teaching 

and Preaching  

It serves as a preface to the antitheses  

  (vv. 21-48), which present Christ as the  

  God-authorized interpreter of the law.” 
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6. Matthew 5:17-20 

Form/Structure/Setting of WBC - 

Davies 

 “Christ’ corrections of the mistaken 
understandings involve the presentation of 
the true meaning of the Torah, not its 
cancellation as might at first seem to be the 
case.” 
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5. The Broadman Bible Commentary 

of the Bible 

 In contrast to the Pharisees, Christ brought 
out the true and deeper meaning of the 
Law. 
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4. The Greatest Texts of the Bible by 

James Hastings 

 “It is not the Law or the Prophets that 
Christ proposes to abolish, but the 
traditional misinterpretations of these 
authorities.” (Quote of A. Plummer)  
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4. The Greatest Texts of the Bible by 

James Hastings 

 “The plhrw/sai of the law and the 
prophets is their fulfillment by the   
re-establishment of their absolute 
meaning . . .”  

 (Quote of H. A.W. Meyer)  
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3. The Anchor Bible by  

F. A. Albright and  

C. S. Mann  

 Much hangs on the meaning of the verb  
(to fulfil). The verb can and frequently does 
convey the meaning of ‘to clarify the true 
meaning of something’. 
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3. The Anchor Bible by  

F. A. Albright and  

C. S. Mann  

 Certainly, it can be argued that what Christ 
is doing in this legal material of Matt 5-7 is 
trying to restore the original meaning of 
the Law where this seemed to be obscured 
by the accretions of commentary. 
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2. Word Biblical Commentary Vol. 

33A  

“‘Do not think that I came’ presupposes the 
existence of the opinion that is denied.”  
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2. Word Biblical Commentary Vol. 

33A  

“Here it is fair to assume that Christ’ 
sovereign interpretation of the law was so 
out of step with contemporary 
interpretation that it seemed to many that 
he was going against the law.”  
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2. Word Biblical Commentary Vol. 

33A  

“It is best to understand plhrw/sai here as 
‘fulfil’ in the sense of ‘bring to its intended 
meaning’. 
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2. Word Biblical Commentary Vol. 

33A  

This view is consonant with the expectation 
that the Messiah would not only preserve 
the Torah but also bring about its meaning 
in a definitive manner (see Davies, Settings, 
161-72).” 
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2. Word Biblical Commentary Vol. 

33A  

“In other words, the law, as interpreted by 
Christ, will remain valid until the close of 
this age.” 
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1. The International Critical 

Commentary  

 “The meaning of the words is clear. Christ did 
not come to overthrow the authority of the 
Mosaic Law, which was to be eternally 
binding upon the hearts and consciences of 
men.  
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1. The International Critical 

Commentary  

 So long as the world lasted its authority was 
to be permanent. 
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1. The International Critical 

Commentary  

 Commentators have exhausted their 
ingenuity in attempts to explain away this 
passage, but it’s meaning is too clear to be 
misunderstood.” 
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Now. Lets re-look at 
Matthew 5:17 

[LMM] Do not suppose that I have 
any intention of undermining the 
Torah and the Prophets [through 
misinterpretation]. 
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Now. Lets re-look at 
Matthew 5:17 

My purpose is rather to place 
them on a firmer footing by 

interpreting them correctly in 
terms of God’s ultimate will as He 

originally intended for His 
commandments to be obeyed. 



 Colossians 2:14, 16-17 

 Matthew 5:17 

 Acts 15 with Intro to Speed Bumps 
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TWAS 



 Acts 15 – What happened and what was at 
stake? 

 Acts 15 – James delivers the final doctrinal 
reasoning for why the Gentiles coming in 
do not have to become proselytes first. 

 Try to find it in your OT. 

 Why? 
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TWAS 
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 TWAS continued… 

 Speed Bumps 

 The Star of Bethlehem 

 The Role  of the Dead Sea Scrolls 

 The worst case of all 

June  8, 2013 http://hodf.org 72 

The Plan 



 When you come into this Hebrew Roots 
Awakening, you hope the degree of 
difficulty (speed bumps) for studying to get 
the truth is relatively minor. 
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Speed Bumps 
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 When you come into this Hebrew Roots 
Awakening, you hope the degree of 
difficulty (speed bumps) is relatively minor. 

 But sometimes it might look more like this 
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Speed Bumps 
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 House of David Fellowship helps by 
identifying these and suggesting solutions 

 We provide training in critical thinking 

 We provide resource materials 

 In the following slides we’re going to 
mention several speed bumps and 
comment on them 
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Speed Bumps 



 A-Train vs B-Train and the Textual Criticism 
of the Hebrew Bible by Emmanuel Tov (DSS) 
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Speed Bumps 
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 Interpolations 

 A good example is 1Cor 14:34-35 

 Not in Paul's original writing but added by 
someone at a later date. 

 Certainly this did not happen to the 
Hebrew… 

In the New and the Old 
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[Page 2] The biblical text has been transmitted in 

many ancient and medieval sources which are 

known to us from modern editions in different 

languages.  
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[Page 2] We now have manuscripts (MSS)  

in Hebrew and other languages from the  

Middle Ages and ancient times as well as 

fragments of leather and papyrus scrolls  

two thousand years old or more. 
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[Page 2] These sources shed light on and witness 

to the biblical text, hence their name: “textual 

witnesses.” All of these textual witnesses differ 

from each other to a greater or lesser extent. 
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[Page 2] Since no textual source contains what 

could be called “the” biblical text, a serious 

involvement in biblical studies clearly necessitates 

the study of all sources, including the differences 

between them. 
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[Page 3] One would not have expected differences 

between the printed editions of the Hebrew Bible, 

for if a fully unified textual tradition would have 

been possible at any one given period, it would 

certainly seem to be so after the invention of 

printing. 
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[Page 3] Such is not the case… 

Some editions even differ from each other in their 

subsequent printings without even informing the 

readers. 
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[Page 11 Heading]  

3. In Many Details, M Does Not Reflect the 

“Original Text” of the Biblical Books 
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[Page 11] It has become clear from the preceding 

paragraphs that one of the postulates of biblical 

research is that the text preserved in the various 

representatives of what is commonly called the 

Masoretic Text, does not reflect the “original text” 

of the biblical books in many details. 
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[Page 11] Even were we to surmise that M reflects 

the “original” form of the Bible, we would still 

have to decide which Masoretic Text reflects this 

“original text” since the Masoretic Text is not a 

uniform textual unit, but is itself represented by 

many witnesses. 
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[Page 19] The Masoretic Text (M), sometimes 

called the “received text”, is strictly speaking a 

medieval representative of a group of ancient texts 

of the Bible which already at an early stage was 

accepted as the sole text by a central stream in 

Judaism. 
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[Page 19] Because of its place in Judaism as the 

central text of the Hebrew bible, M also became 

the determinative text for the Hebrew bible of 

Christianity and of the scholarly world. 



June  8, 2013 http://hodf.org 98 98 

[Page 19] All printed editions of the Bible contain 

M. 
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[Page 19] Nevertheless, M reflects merely one 

textual tradition out of many that existed in the 

period of the First and Second Temple. 
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[Page 24] …the preference of M by a central 

stream in Judaism does not necessarily imply that 

it contains the best text of the Bible. 
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[Page 24] Both the Hebrew parent text of G and 

certain of the Qumran texts (Q) reflect excellent 

texts, often better than that of M. 
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Implications 

 From the man himself! 
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Implications for the Septuagint 

 The Septuagint has been recognized from 
1850 onward as a major tool for the study 
of the Hebrew Bible. 

 Scholars have tried to reconstruct the 
Hebrew parent text of the Septuagint, what 
we call the ‘volage’. 
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Implications for the Septuagint 

 Now, for the first time, we found in 
Qumran some Hebrew fragments that are 
very close to – almost identical with – the 
Septuagint text in Greek. 

 These are fragments that have now 
endorsed the correctness of the 
reconstructions from the Septuagint. 
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Implications for the Septuagint 

 We now know that we are entitled to 
reconstruct that Greek text into Hebrew. 
The whole process of translating the Greek 
back into Hebrew has been validated. 
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Implications for Hebrew Roots 

 Hidden in Plain Sight 

 Think of the LXX as Yahweh’s divine action 
in preserving the                                
Apostolic Hebrew Scriptures 

 When you see an OT quote that doesn’t 
work, then check out the LXX. 

 When you see an LXX reference, think       
A-Train Hebrew used by the Apostles. 



 A-Train vs B-Train and the Textual Criticism 
of the Hebrew Bible by Emmanuel Tov (DSS) 

 Do you realize the Implications here for 
study? 

 Acts 15 could never exist and the Gentiles 
could never come in unencumbered. 
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Speed Bumps 



 History, Literature, and Society in the Book 
of Acts, Chapter 7: James and the Gentiles 
by Richard Bauckham – Following picture is 
from p156 
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Speed Bumps 
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 What does House of David Fellowship do? 

 What does Jeremiah 16:19 look like? 

 Romans 14:14 was translated correctly 
until the KJV (one exception). The 1611 KJV 
contained the ‘*’. Later versions removed 
it. Current readers will never know. 

 Let’s see the same thing in the Early Church 
Fathers writings. 
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Speed Bumps 
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Ignatius Magnesians 9:1 

If therefore, those having been 
occupied in old things have come 
into a newness of hope, no longer 
sabbatizing but living in the 
observance of the Lord’s day,… 
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Ignatius Magnesians 9:1 

Kata kuriaken zoen zontes 

Living according to the Lord’s life 

secundum dominicam viventes 

living according to the Lord’s [   ] 
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Fraud Example 5:  

Ignatius Magnesians 9:1 
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Fraud Example 5:  

Ignatius Magnesians 9:1 
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Fraud Example 5:  

Ignatius Magnesians 9:1 
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Ignatius Magnesians 9:1 

If therefore, those [ ] having been 
occupied in old things have come 
into a newness of hope, no longer 

sabbatizing [ ] but living according to 
the Lord's life, . . . 
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Ignatius Magnesians 9:1 

If therefore, those [ Jews ] having been 
occupied in old things have come into 
a newness of hope, no longer 
sabbatizing       [ observing the Sabbath 

with non-Yeshua halakah ] but living 
according to the Lord's life, . . . 
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Figures of Speech 
 Matthew 6:23 But if thine eye be evil… (KJV) 

 Deuteronomy 15:9 Beware that there be 

not a thought in thy wicked heart, 

saying… (KJV) 

 The seventh year, the year of release, is 

at hand; and thine eye be evil against thy 

poor brother, and thou givest him 
nothing… (KJV) 
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Translation Issues 
 Figures of Speech 

 Interpolations – The original author didn’t 
write these. 
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Translation Issues 
 1 John 5:7 For there are three that bear 

record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. 

  1 Corinthians 14: 34-35 Let your women 
keep silence in the churches: for it is not 
permitted unto them to speak…it is a shame 
for women to speak in the church. 

 For both of these, evidence overwhelming… 
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Translation Issues 
 Figures of Speech 

 Ellipsis 
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Ellipsis - definition 

 Ellipsis: The omission of one or more words 
that are obviously understood . . . 

 [ by the listeners/readers ]. 

 Circumcision is nothing, and 

uncircumcision is nothing, but the 

keeping of the commandments of God  

 [ is everything ]. (KJV) 
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Translation Issues 
 Figures of Speech 

 Ellipsis 

 Phrasing/Punctuation 
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Phrasing/Punctuation 
 Apply phrasing/punctuation to this six word 

phrase : 

 Woman  

 without  

 her  

 man  

 is  

 nothing 
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Phrasing/Punctuation 
 100 people surveyed 

 50 were men 

 50 were women  
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Men answered 
 Woman, without her man, is nothing. 
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Women answered 
 Woman! Without her, man is nothing! 
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Issues! 

 Phrasing and Punctuation are important 
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GOD IS WHERE 
 God is no where 

 God is now here 
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Would the perfect translation 
from the Original Text  
make the difference? 
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¿Qué quieres usted en su 
tumba? 
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What want you on your 
tombstone? 

¿Qué quieres usted en su tumba? 
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What [do] want2 you1 on your 

tombstone? 
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What [do] you want on your 

tombstone?  

 This is correct English syntax and the 
perfect English translation of the original 
Text? Is it good enough? 
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No!  
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Why? 
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The ellipsis problem.  

 Let’s fill in the ellipses. 
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What toppings [do] you want on 
your tombstone pizza? 
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What epitaph [do] you want on 
your tombstone  

after you die? 
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Which one is correct:  

Your next meal  

or  

your last meal? 
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The three most important things to 

remember in studying scripture: 

 Context 

 Context 

 Context 
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Translation Issues 
 Figures of Speech 

 Ellipsis 

 Phrasing/Punctuation 

 Agenda 
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Colossians 2:16-17 (NIV) 

 Why do you have to lie to make your case? 

 v17 These are a shadow of the things  

 that were to come  
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Scanned Greek Interlinear 
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Colossians 2:16-17 (NIV) 

 GNT Colossians 2:17 a[ evstin skia. tw/n 
mello,ntwn( to. de. sw/ma tou/ Cristou 

 

 evstin verb present act 3rd per sing  
[Friberg] 1. as predicate to be, to denote 
what exists.  
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Colossians 2:16-17  

(NIV corrected) 

 17 Which are a shadow of things to come  



The Data was Printed Wrong 
 Professor Kepler 1571 – 1630 

 Studied the movements of the stars 

 1609 – Published the first and second laws 
of Planetary Motion 

 1619 – Published the third law of Planetary 
Motion 

 Note: NASA still uses these laws (principles) 
and (mathematical formulas) today 
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The Data was Printed Wrong 
 Once he found these things out, what did 

this fine Christian man want to do? 

 He wanted to find the star of Bethlehem 

 He took his published copy of Josephus and 
determined that since Herod died in 4bc, 
he needed to begin looking for the star of 
Bethlehem between 4 and 6 bc. 

 He failed. Why? 
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Josephus  

 His copy of Josephus had a mistake. 

 But first, who was Josephus? 

 This mistake, not made by Josephus 
himself, played a role in casting the truth of 
the Scriptures into darkness for 350 years. 

http://hodf.org 
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Josephus Antiquities 

 Book 18, chapter 4, # 6, first line, the 
published copy says: 

 “About this time it was that Philip, Herod’s 
brother, departed this life, in the 20th year 
of the reign of Tiberius, [fn]…” 

 [fn] This calculation, from all Josephus’s 
Greek copies, is exactly right… 

http://hodf.org 
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Fun with Math 
 If Philip died in the 20th year of Tiberius, 

that is 34AD, after ruling 37 years, the math 
is simple: 

 34-37 = -4 

http://hodf.org 
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Problem Solving 
 How was the problem solved? 

http://hodf.org 
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JTS 
 The Journal of Theological Studies, Vol.17, 

pt. 2, October 1966 

 The Chronology of the Reign of Herod the 
Great 

 W. E. Filmer 

http://hodf.org 
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JTS Vol. 17 Pt. 2 Oct. 1966 

 “For many years the dates of the birth and 
crucifixion of Christ have been matters of 
controversy. The birth of Christ must have 
been before the death of Herod the Great, 
for Herod, on hearing that a child had been 
born who was to become king of the Jews, 
ordered the massacre of all male… 

http://hodf.org 
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JTS Vol. 17 Pt. 2 Oct. 1966 

 children under two years of age in 
Bethlehem. Now according to Josephus, 
Herod died shortly after an eclipse of the 
moon and not long before a Passover. Since 
there was an eclipse of the moon on the 
night of 12/13 March, 4 B.C., which was 
exactly a month before the Passover, 

http://hodf.org 
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JTS Vol. 17 Pt. 2 Oct. 1966 

 it has been widely assumed that Herod 
died in the spring of that year, and 
consequently that Christ was born at least 
as early as 5 B.C.” 

http://hodf.org 
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The Megillat Ta’anit 
 “A Jewish list of days on which, by reason 

of notable events associated with them, 
the Jews were not allowed to fast.” 

 “…2 Shebat, although it fell before the 
eclipse in 4 B.C., occurred fifteen days after 
each of the eclipses in 1 B.C.” 

http://hodf.org 
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JTS Vol. 17 Pt. 2 Oct. 1966 

 “Now the 20th year of Tiberius ended in 
August 34 … so this date cannot be right. 
The 22nd year, however, would be correct, 
and in this connexion F. Riess quotes the 
Franciscan Molkenbuhr as saying that he 
had seen early copies of Josephus, one a 
Parisian copy dated 1517 and another 
Venetian copy dated 1481, in which the… 

http://hodf.org 
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JTS Vol. 17 Pt. 2 Oct. 1966 

 text reads ‘the 22nd year of Tiberius’. If this 
could be verified, it would not only clear up 
a difficult passage in Josephus, but make it 
difficult to argue from this text that Herod 
died in 4 B.C.” 

http://hodf.org 
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JTS 
 The Journal of Theological Studies, Vol.19, 

1968 

 The Date of Herod’s Death 

 Timothy D. Barnes 

http://hodf.org 
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JTS Vol. 19 1968 
 “Filmer … in the case of Philip … claims that 

the context shows that the date stated by 
the received text of the Jewish Antiquities 
is wrong: that Philip died in Tiberius’ 
twenty-second year (not in his twentieth) is 
the reading of the Latin translation…” 

“… the acceptance of a reading which is 
comparatively ill-attested. 

http://hodf.org 
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Chronos, Kairos, Christos II  

Josephus Reexamined: 

Unraveling the 22nd Year of Tiberius 

—David W. Beyer 

http://hodf.org 
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Chronos, Kairos, Christos II  

“A central argument offered by scholars 
supporting 4 B.C. as the year of Herod’s 
death focuses on the dating of his son 
Philip’s reign. Modern editions of 
Josephus’s Antiquities of the Jews 
unanimously state that Philip died in the 
20th year of Tiberius, that is, … 

http://hodf.org 
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Chronos, Kairos, Christos II 
 in A.D. 34, after ruling 37 years.  Therefore: 

A.D. 34 – 37 years = 4 B.C. The logic seems 
concise and irrefutable. Nevertheless, it is 
flawed by a contaminated evidentiary 
source. The discovery of this contamination 
and its subsequent impact on Herodian 
chronology is our initial focus here.” 

http://hodf.org 
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Chronos, Kairos, Christos II 
 “Barnes openly challenged Filmer’s sources 

while at the same time agreeing with 
Filmer that Josephus’ ‘20th year of Tiberius’ 
was a pivotal point of the debate. The line 
had clearly been drawn in the sand.” 

    What did he find? 

http://hodf.org 
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Chronos, Kairos, Christos II 
 “Of greatest importance, however, is the 

fact that, in the British Library, not a single 
edition published prior to 1544 was 
uncovered bearing the ‘20th year of 
Tiberius’.” 

http://hodf.org 
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Summary of Josephus 
 With the date settled within the last few 

years, the search began again for the star 
of Bethlehem.  

http://hodf.org 



 What is a textual apparatus? 

 Here’s a picture 
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Changing the Text 
 Changing the underlying Greek text so as to 

deceive the translators and the readers 
(this is the crème of the group) 
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Romans 16:7 
• Salute Andronicus and  ??????  my 

kinsmen, and my fellow prisoners, who are 

outstanding among the apostles, who also 

were in Christ before me. 

• NIV NASB ISR – VIounia/n                  

“Salute Andronicus and Junias…”  (male) 

• KJV - VIouni,an                         
“Salute Andronicus and Junia…”  (female) 
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History of Romans 16:7 
• Origen (185-254) feminine 

• Chrysostom (350-407) feminine 

• Every translation up to the 13th century 

feminine - Latin, Coptic, Armenian, 

Ethiopic, Syriac (includes the Peshitta) 
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History of Romans 16:7 
• Chrysostom (350-407) quote 

• “To be an apostle is something great. But 

to be outstanding among the apostles - 

just think what a wonderful song of praise 

that is! Indeed, how great the wisdom of 

this 
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History of Romans 16:7 
• Chrysostom (350-407) quote 

• “To be an apostle is something great. But 

to be outstanding among the apostles - 

just think what a wonderful song of praise 

that is! Indeed, how great the wisdom of 

this woman 
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History of Romans 16:7 
• Chrysostom (350-407) quote 

• “To be an apostle is something great. But 

to be outstanding among the apostles - 

just think what a wonderful song of praise 

that is! Indeed, how great the wisdom of 

this woman must have been that she was 

even deemed worthy of the title of 

apostle.” 
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History of Romans 16:7 
• Chrysostom (350-407) quote 

• “To be an apostle is something great. But to 

be outstanding among the apostles - just 

think what a wonderful song of praise that 

is! ... Indeed, how great the wisdom of this 

woman must have been that she was even 

deemed worthy of the title of apostle.” 

• In ep. ad Romanos 31:2; PG 60.669-670) 
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History of Romans 16:7 
• PG stands for The Patrologia Graeca 

which is an edited collection of writings by 

the Christian Church Fathers and various 

secular writers, in the ancient Koine or 

medieval variants of the Greek language. 

It consists of 161 volumes produced in 

1857–1866 by J. P. Migne's Imprimerie 

Catholique. 
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History of Romans 16:7 
• Changed from feminine to masculine in 

early 20th century 

• The story…13|1927 
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History of Romans 16:7 

• Changed from feminine to masculine in 

early 20th century 

• The story…13|1927 
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History of Romans 16:7 

• Bruce Metzger’s p54                        

Textual Commentary to UBS (1994)  

• “Some members, considering it unlikely 

that a woman would be among those 

called ‘apostles’, changed the accenting 

on the name to masculine.” 
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History of Romans 16:7 

• Bruce Metzger’s p54                        

Textual Commentary to UBS (1994)  

• Others, however, were impressed by the 

facts that (1) the female Latin name Juina 

occurs more than 250 times in Greek and 

Latin inscriptions found in Rome along, 

whereas the male name Junias is 

unattested ANYWHERE…” 

• Deja vu - Romans 14:14. 
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Concluding Romans 16:7 

• Junia was not only a female apostle but 

was recognized as one who was 

“outstanding among the apostles”. 
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 Why do you have to lie to make your case? 

 The list is long of what Jeremiah 16:19 
looks like. 

 We’ve only touched on a few…  

 When the body works together, great 
things can be done. 

 But we need to be in the same covenant. 

 Tonight, we’ll find out if we are… 
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Summary 
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